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 A short history of the London comedy circuit – includes the Laughing Club in Soho and the famous Clubland in Brixton –
featuring photos, interviews and other pictures. Photographer Simon Corfe's been working for a decade as a professional
photographer at The Stage, The Southbank, The Hammersmith Apollo and The Comedy Store. During that time he has

developed a unique style. "I have been photographing comedy for over a decade now. Since doing a degree in photography at
Loughborough University I have been involved in the world of comedy from the back-end of the business. In my current role at
The Stage, I edit a lot of the photographs for the glossy 'Comedy Magazine' and it's a very hands-on job as I have to do a lot of

the photography, too. Comedy's a chaotic business and I enjoy being part of a team that works to solve problems and create
solutions. That can be a lot of fun at times." The world of comedy has changed a lot over the past 10 years, with new businesses

popping up everywhere – from which you can read more on the next page! What has changed most? "A lot has changed. The
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standard and the quality of acts and venues have gone up, and those on the fringes are increasingly getting recognition. The
audiences have got smarter and they expect more from the venue and the act. They want a more intimate feel and aren't so
willing to put up with the comics they can get on Sky's 'Comedy' panel shows. That said, that panel format allows a lot of

material that just wouldn't survive in a club environment." To what do you attribute this change? "It's easy to blame the panel
shows for changing the standards and the audiences expectations. Shows like Dave's New Years Eve, Jimmy Carr and Russell
Kane Live on Channel 4 certainly have had a big influence. You can argue the comedians on those shows are just old-school
comics who don't take themselves too seriously and that would be true, but there is a lot more to it. There's a British comedy
culture that has developed over the last 10 years or so and now is coming through in the form of people like Martin Freeman,

David Walliams, Jack Whitehall and Johnny Vegas. Then, you have comedians like Ronnie Barker, Richard Herring and
Frankie Boyle who were ahead of their time and who influenced a generation of comics. I suppose the proof of that is that

people are still watching panel shows today – it's just that they're watching them 82157476af
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